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ABSTRACT. The article treats a medieval text Vita Donati grammatici (The Life of Donatus), con-
taining biographical information concerning [Aelius] Donatus, a Roman grammarian of Late
Antiquity. The history of the scholarship of this text, as well as its contents, possible reasons
of creation, its genre, and some eccentric and parodic features are under consideration. The
study is accompanied by an English and a Russian translations of the Latin original text.
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This article treats a medieval text Vita Donati grammatici (The Life of Donatus),
containing biographical information concerning [Aelius] Donatus, an author of
Ars grammatica (the Art of grammar) and commentaries on the texts of Terence
and Virgil. The history of the scholarship of Vita Donati, as well as its contents,
possible reasons of creation, its genre, and some eccentric and parodic features
are under consideration.
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Regrettably, we do not have any evidences about the life of Donatus.’ For this
reason it is possible only to reconstruct the major milestones of his life on the ba-
sis of a comparison of indirect evidences and references about him by his con-
temporaries.” So, he was born about the year of 310 in North Africa. In his mature
years, in the middle of the 4-th century, Donatus taught grammar in Rome and
held a high position in society, having the title “vir clarissimus”. Donatus was a
teacher of Jerome. Marius Victorinus was one of his senior colleagues. Donatus
died around the year of 391.°

In the Middle Ages the name of Donatus was not only very well known, but he
had an established image as an outstanding teacher of his time. However, there
were many gaps in the medieval “biography” of Donatus, so medieval scholars
desired to fill them. An example is the Life of Donatus, composed by a Carolingian
scholar named Flaccus Rebius (9-th c.). The author of this biography wrote that
he was often asked* about the identity of the grammarian, in connection with
which he decided to answer the questions put to him. He dedicates his narration
to a certain Minucius Rutilus, probably his pupil. The author, on the one hand,
wants to give his due to Donatus, highlighting his indefatigable industry, on the
other — to instruct in such diligence his disciple.’

Briefly, the manuscripts of The Life of Donatus, publications and investigations
of this text, its genre and connotations should be mentioned. This text is pre-
served only in three manuscripts:

1) MS Parisinus Latinus 7730 [saec. IX*] (henceforth, P);

2) Landesbibliothek und Murhardsche Bibliothek der Stadt Kassel Philologus
4°1[saec. XI] (henceforth, K);

3) Codex Berniensis 189 [saec. XVI] Petri Danielis philological (henceforth, B).

A French scholar and church leader Pierre Daniel Huet (1630-1721) was the
earliest scholar of this text. He compared two early manuscripts of the 9-th and
11-th centuries and took into account the notes, which had been written down
in the margins of the Paris Codex.’

' For other people, known as the “Donatus”, see Hugh et al. 1971-1992, 1, 268-9.

*Keil (1822-1894) 4, xxxi-xli; Holtz (1981) 15-23.

® Holtz (1981) 15 ff.

*1It is possible to describe these phrases as literature features, which were traditional
for medieval authors. E.g. Cassiodorus. De anima 1.1., Fridh—Halporn (1973).

®It is also a literature feature for medieval (and antiquity) authors.

®These glosses were written by French philologist Pierre Pithou (1539-1596), see
Munzi (2003-2004) 263.



52 Suetonius-Donatus’ biographies

At first, the biography of Donatus was published by Johann Fabricius in 1773,
in a series of books, named “Bibliotheca latina”.” Then, it was published in 1870 by
Hermann Hagen in the eighth and final volume of series of books “Grammatici
latini”,’ the first seven volumes of which were published by Heinrich Keil. Both of
these researchers (Fabricius and Hagen) took the Paris manuscript (P) as a basis
for their publications, offering their own reading.

Since 1989, this text has attracted the attention of Italian scholars. Giorgio
Brugnoli® not only published this biography of Donatus (using the same Parisian
manuscript as his predecessors), but accompanied it by additional reading, and
also considered the sources of this text and the reasons for its appearance. In
2003—2004 there appeared a new edition of The Life of Donatus, published by Lui-
gi Munzi. He analyzed the previous readings of J. Fabricius, H. Hagen and
G. Brunyoli and offered a number of new ones.” In 2005 and 2007 this biography
of Donatus was explored by Silvia Conte,” who was complementing preceding
studies (in particular, the works of G. Brugnoli and L. Munzi) and published the
text of The Life of Donatus in that form in which it was written in the codex of the
gth century (K).

The genre of this text is obvious. This is a biography, which is built according
to the rules of the genre. Initially the origin and lifetime of Donatus are discussed,
then - his activities and occupation, death, place of burial. There is a traditional
physical description of his character, his social status, clothing, personal traits.
However, this biography has some unusual features, that do not allow adoption of
this text as authentic evidence. These features begin to appear from the begin-
ning of narration. It is no coincidence that H. Hagen after H. Keil called this text
as curiosity;” and most of all subsequent scholars regarded it as an eccentric fan-
tasy and parody.”

" Fabricius—Ernesti (1774) 3, 408-9.

® Hagen (1870; repr. 1961) 8, cclx-i.

9 Brugnoli (1989) 291-5.

' Munzi (2003-2004) 275.

" Conte (2005) 285-311; Eadem (2007) 289-306.

” Hagen (1870; repr. 1961) 8, cclix (with reference to H. Keil [1822-1894] 4, x1).

¥ Conte (2005) 289 ff. It should be added that this text might not seem unusual or a
parody for medieval “readers”, because there were many, not very nice descriptions of
characters’ appearance and / or purity of body in Antiquity and in the Middle Ages. See
Suetonius. The life of Horace 6 [Rolfe (1914) 2, 489], or for Greek examples, see: Porphyry.
On the life of Plotinus 1 [Armstrong (1969) 1, 1]. In this context a phrase of an Irish monk,
named Dicuil, is very interesting. This is from a geographical treatise In the measurement
of the circle of the earth, that summer nights in Iceland (?) are so bright, that “it is possible
to strip the lice with the shirt”. See Dikuili Liber de mensura orbis terrae VI, 7-13, Tierney—
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G. Brugnoli took The Life of Donatus in the tradition of Suetonius-Donatus’s
biographies, citing the fact that, on the one hand, this text is compiled in bur-
lesque genre, and on the other hand, it contains expressions similar to those of
Suetonius."

L. Munzi suggested that the medieval author had attempted to create an im-
age of a martyr, ignoring the image of the great teacher.”

It was also observed that the biography (and this is typical for the Middle Ag-
es) is characterized by anachronisms and the ambivalence of the image (in which
are presented simultaneously love and hate, dirt and cleanliness, and so on®),
which is also present in The Life of Donatus.

In my opinion, it is important to pay attention to the names of the author of this
“biography” (Flaccus Rebius) and its intended recipient (Minucius Rutilus). They
are more like Roman names than German ones (such as Moduin, Muredak, Angil-
bert, Geyrik, Raban, Valafrid Strub and so on), or Anglo-Saxon ones (such as Al-
cuin), or Irish ones (such as Seduly Scott, John Scott), which belonged to those, who
were in the courts of the Carolingian rulers and in the monasteries of Francia.

It is quite possible that in the biography composed by a person, belonging to
some academic circle, say this created at the court of Charlemagne, personages
were given nicknames: Biblical names or the names of the Latin poets.” Then the
purpose of the author — a member of this academic circle — could be the creation
of a text, somewhat imitating ancient biographies (e.g. those of Suetonius®), or a
text written in the genre of defilement” (although this is not a classic psogos).

As an attachement, we offer the Latin original as well as an English and a Rus-
sian translations of the Vita Donati.

Bieler (1967).

**In detail see Munzi (2003-2004) 265-6.

* Op. cit. 261-2; 266-75.

* For example, the same author Walafrid Strabo wrote a prologue to Einhard’s Life of
Charlemagne, calling him a wise, glorious and powerful ruler, — see Walafrid Strabo. Pro-
logue [7-8, Dutton (1998)], — and a poem, condemning his mode of life, — see Walafrid
Strabo. Visio Wettini vv. 394-434, 446-64, David Traill (1974).

'"E.g. Charlemagne had a nickname of David; Alcuin — of Flacc; Angilbert — of Homer,
Einhard — of Veseleel.

* See Suetonius. De illustribus grammaticis (Lives of the grammarians); Idem. De claris
rhetoribus (Lives of the rhetoricians); Idem. De poetis (Lives of the poets). See C. Suetonius
Tranquillus. De Grammaticis et Rhetoribus, Kaster (1995).

" See the story of the wicked Maxim of Palestine, who propounded a blasphemy
against their savior and lost his tongue — Brock (1973) 299-346.
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INCIPIT VITA DONATI GRAMMATICI

FLACCVS REBIVS MINVTIO RVTILO SALVTEM

Rogatus a consodalibus uitam Donati grammatici breuiter commentaui, ne cui-
quam esset incognita nobiscum degentium, tibique obtuli legendam. Ita enim se
habet eijus vita et conuersatio, ut subiecta docet narratio.

Donatus natione Romanus grammaticae professionis industria claruit
alyxpovos ut fertur rhetoris Victorini. Hic perpauculo® conductus peculio cui-
usdam uiduae capellas paucinumero pascendas™ excepit, septa sibi ab urbe mil-
iario secundo uindicans. Huic operae pretium infetigatum promulgare labor est.
Hic dum in alendis capellis moraretur, aestu calente tempore laborabat intolera-
bili, utpote capillorum ab aure usque ad aurem defensione priuatus. Et quia re-
motior erat a Tiberi, sitim sibi ingruentem lacunis e cloaca fluentibus capellarum
quoque temperabat urina. Hiemis autem tempore solo canente pruina carice
compacto solabatur tugurio. Frequentius autem humi accubitabat sub diuo per-
modico obsonatus edulio, quae nimirum frugalitas non innata, sed egestate con-
creuerat. Quia vero effetis uisceribus paene cutis desuper laxa rigebat, frigoris ut
uitaret enormitatem partim teterrima partim rufa induebatur pellicia. Oculum
autem ei iuramentum Martis ademit, quod persoluit, ut peculatus aboleret in-
famiam. Quadam namque die Aeolicum ingressus consistorium digna sibi nacta
cauillatione cum magno pudore delituit, quem ita quidam Graeco lepore in-
sultans suapte aggressus est: "Aypoixe dmaAldTTov ol punAofotnp loyvav™, quod
dicitur Latine: ‘Cede loco rustice modicarum opilio ouium’. Qui maturato re-
diens® discendae pueritiae studens aedili innotuit Ciceroni, a quo toga donatus
est, quod erat signum libertatis. Eadem igitur tempestate Aemilius senator homi-
nem exuit, cuius in locum pilleatus meruit subrogari et a Cicerone ordinatim*
sextum in senatu subiit locum. Igitur quia habitum corporis eius breuiter per-
strinximus, libet per singula eum paene membra designare. Erat quippe statura
pusillus, capite rotundo in modum uesicae porci capillis admodum rasis™ et sca-

** pauperculo — the reading of Luidgi Munzi (farther — L. M.)

* capellas pascendas — L. M. declines the marginalia “paucinumero”.

* BAPEQKEQAMON TTIOYXE TOY MHAOAOQOZX AITPINEINAN — the reading of L. M.
instead of the reading of Hagen: "Aypoixe dmoAAdtTou olv pumAofotp ioyvav.

* Romam adiens — L. M., instead of “rediens”.

* ordinatus — L. M., instead of “ordinatim”.

% raris — L. M., instead “rasis”.
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biosis*® atque melancholico” humore madentibus. Facie adeo rustica, uno oculo
luscus, altero lippus, collo gracili et grosso, brachiis breuibus et contractis, geni-
bus latis, tibiis oppido curtis et grossis, pedibus latis et spissis, et quid moran-
dum? Omnia habitudine seruo consimilis. Hic calaumaco caput® fouens super
quauis ratione consultus breuiter omnia et furibunde explicabat, ita ut nec
quidem a discipulis interrogari auderet. Quocirca dum saepe furore perstreperet,
quippe cui a naso obscenitas defluebat assidua, senatu pulsus cuiusdam macellar-
ii famulitio susceptus est. Plura pudet referre. Obiit XIII Kal. lanuarii et proiectum
est cadauer eius in fossam quo peregrini aggregabantur.

Explicit VITA DOMNI DONATI GRAMMATICI

6 sabiosis — L. M., instead “scabiosis”.
*” melanconico — L. M.
* capud — L. M.
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THE LIFE OF DONATUS

(translated from the Latin by MAYA PETROVA™ )

Flaccus Rebbius greets Minutius Rutillus

At the request of like-minded colleagues (consodalibus) I summarized the life of
the grammarian Donatus, so that it did not remain unknown to us nor to any
others among the living, and thereby presented it to you for reading. His life and
deeds (conversatio) were as consistent as this brief narration teaches.

Donatus, a native of Rome, was famous for his diligence in grammar classes, and
as it is said, was a¥yypovog (a contemporary) of the rhetorician Victorinus. Hired for
little money, he agreed to graze few goats that belong to certain widow (viduae),
renting for this purpose a corral located two miles away from the city. It is hard to
say if the small fee was worth of this difficult work. While goats fed themselves
slowly under his care [ab aure ad aurem], he, being completely bald, was languish-
ing because of the unbearable summer heat. As the Tiber was far away, he had to
satisfy his thirst, drinking from the troughs filled with filth and goat urine. In the
winter, when the ground was silvery frost, he hid from the cold in a hut built of
marsh reeds. Quite frequently his his mensal bed was put on the ground in the
open air, and he consumed scarce victuals. Such moderation, of course, was not
innate, but resulted from his poverty. Since his loose skin had stiffened with cold
because of thinness, he, trying to escape the intense cold, wore a cape made of the
skins of wild beasts, partly dirty, partly a mixture of colour.

To repay a debt to the god of war, in which he lost an eye, he redeemed the
shame of embezzlement of public money. One day, being among the Aeolian
Greeks from whom he received deserved ridicule, he, being greatly ashamed, has
retired, when someone began to sneer at him and ridiculed him in the Greek style
like this: "Aypoixe dmaAAdtTov oiddv pnAofotp loyvdy, which in the Latin means:
“Go away, a redneck and a shepherd of skinny sheep” (Cede loco rustice mod-
icarum opilio ovium).

"Research for the present paper was carried out as a part of the Russian Foundation
for the Humanities project (# 14-06-00123a) The Educational Text in Late Antiquity and
the Early Middle Ages: Contents and Structure of a School Canon of the 3° - the 1" Centuries.
This publication is based on my paper: A 9-th century biography of Aelius Donatus, de-
lievered at the International Medieval Congress (UK, Leeds, 6-9 July, 2015).

" This translation was achieved using the edition of Hagen (1870; repr. 1961) with con-
sideration to the edition of Munzi (2003—2004).
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Having returned to his homeland and only in his adulthood having learned
what normally should be absorbed in adolescence, he had been noticed by an
edile Cicero, who granted him a toga, which suitable only for free peoples. At that
time, Aemilius the senator expelled somebody from the Senate, and Donatus as a
freedman, was awarded an election in his stead. Later on he had been receiving
this position in the senate from Cicero for six consequent periods.

As we have already mentioned his physical image, let us do an inventory. He
was stunted; his head was round like a pig’s bladder; almost all his hair fell out
and was covered with scabs, sweating because of the predominance in his body of
black bile (melancholico humore madentibus). His face was quite rustic, one eye
was blind, the other one was festered, neck was skinny, with a rough skin; his
hands were twisted and short; his knees were thick, his legs were very short and
thick, his feet were wide and strong.

However, enough of this. I have described completely his slave-like ap-
pearance.

He always sported a head cap made of camel wool. Whatever question he was
asked, he answered quickly and violently, so that his disciples did not dare to ask
him. In view of the fact that when he often quarrelled furiously, all sorts of rub-
bish constantly ran from his nose, he was expelled from the senate and accepted
into the service of one butcher. Anything further one is ashamed to tell.

He died on December 20 and his body was thrown into a pit in which
strangers were demolished.

The end of The Life of Monsieur Donatus the Grammarian.
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HN3Hb TPAMMATUCTA IOHATA™

(ITepeBog ¢ maruHckoro A3bika M. C. IleTpoBoii)

Paaxk Pebuil
npusemcmeyem Murnyyus Pymuaa

ITo mpocwbe exrHOMBIIUIEHHUKOB (consodalibus = concors) g BkpaTiie u310XMI
’KU3Hb rpamMmarucra /loHara, Zabbl OHA He OCTajach HeBeJOMOW HU HaM, HU KO-
My-1n00 U3 KUBYIIUX, U NpejcTaBuI eé Tebe s ureHus. Ero jxusHp U gena
(conversatio) OGpLTM TAKUMHU, KaK YUIUT CH€ U3JI0KEHUE.

JloHat, ypoxeHen, Puma, npocjaBuics CBOUM ycepAueM B IpaMMaTHYECKHX
3aHATUAX U, KaK FOBOPAT, ObUT GUYXPOVOS (COBpEMEHHUKOM) puTopa BukropuHa.
HanaATblil 32 HeGOJIbIINE AE€HBIY, OH B3SICA IIACTH HEMHOTOYHC/IEHHBIX KO3 He-
Ko# BZOBBI (viduae), 3aHAB JyId 9TOrO 3aroH B IBYX MUJIAX OT ropoga. Hempocro
CKa3aTh, CTOWUJI JIU Celi TPY/, Npe/JI0KeHHOM I1aThl.

B To Bpems kKak KO3blI HETOPOILIMBO KOPMUJIMCH IOZ €ro mpucMorpoMm [ab
aure ad aurem], oH, OyAy4u COBCEM JIBICBIM, U3HBIBAJ OT JIETHETO, HEBBIHOCHUMO-
ro 3Hos. [TockosbKy 1o TuGpa 6bLI0 JaneKo, OH, KOTZa eMy XOTeJI0Ch ITUTh, yTO-
JISUL KKy U3 BIIQJWH, 3alI0JTHEHHBIX HEUHCTOTAMU U KO3bed MO40il. 3uMOii xe,
Korza 3eMJIs1 cepeOpuIach MHeeM, OH YKPBIBAJICSA [OT X0J104a | B IOCTPOEHHOM U3
OCOKH IIaJIalle.

Yacro GbIBAJIO, YTO €ro 3aCTOJIBHOE JIOXKE HAXOJMJIOCh Ha 3eMJIe II0J, OTKPBI-
THIM HEOOM, HOTPeOJIsI OH CKYZHYIO CHEJb — TaKas yMEPEHHOCTb, KOHEYHO,
ObLIa He BPOXKAEHHOM, HO Impoucxozwia ot 6egHocTy. Tak Kak OoT Xyz00bI ero
Aps6Jias Koka KOYeHesa, OH, YTOOBI CIIaCTHCh OT CHJIBHOTO X0JI07a, 00J1a4aIcs B
CAEJTaHHYIO0 U3 IIKYP AUKUX 3Bepeﬁ HAaKUAKYy, M€CTaMU I'pA3HYI0, MECTAMH IIO-
PBUKEBIIYIO.

Otzas moar 60ry BOWHBI, HA KOTOPOl OH JIMIIWJICS I71a3a, OH UCKYIIHJI TEM I10-
30p pacTpaThl TOCYAapCTBEHHBIX JeHer. OZHaXIbI, OKa3aBIIUCh CPeH JO0JIUH-
CKHMX IPEKOB M IIOJYyYUB 3aCTy}KEHHbIe HACMELIKH, OH, CHJIbHO YCTBIJUBIIKCE,
YAQINICH, KOTAA HEKTO CTasl [JIyMUTbCS Haj, HUM, BBICMESAB €ro Ha TPEYeCKHi
MaHep Tak: "Aypolxe dmaAAdTTOU 0V UnAoBoTip oy vdv, YTO Ha JTATHHCKOM O3Ha-
qaer: «Mgu orciopa, AepeBeHuHa U mactyx Toimux osel» (Cede loco rustice
modicarum opilio ovium).

BepHyBIINCh Ha POAMHY U B 3p€JIOM BO3pacTe U3y4IHUB TO, YEMY y4aTcs B OT-
podecTBe, OH ObLI 3aMeveH dAWI0M LIuepoHOM, KOTOPBIi IT0KaI0Ba €My TOTY,

* [lepeBog, «Kusuu /Jlonara» BinosHeH 1o usganuto I. Xarena (GL VIII), ¢ yuerom
nzganus JI. Mynnu (2003-2004).
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OTJIMYABLIYIO JII0Zei CBOOOAHBIX. B 9T0 Bpemsa ceHaTOp IMUIMI USTHA U3 CEHa-
Ta O{HOTO YeJsIOBeKa, U JIoHAT, KaK BOJIbHOOTITYILIEHHUK, ObLT YA0CTOEH H30paHus
Ha ero MecCTo, ¥ IIOTOM B CeHaTe IeCTb Pa3 HOAPAJ OH IPUHUMAJ 3Ty JOKHOCTD
ot llunepona.

[ToCcKOIBKY MBI y3Ke YIOMHMHAIU O €T0O TeJeCHOM OOJIMKe, PACCMOTPUM €ro 1o
nopsAgKy. PocTy oH 6bLT KPOXOTHOTO, TOJIOBA €ro ObLIa KPYIVIa, KAaK MOYEBOI ITy-
3bIPb Y CBUHBH, BOJIOCHI TIOYTH BCE BBINAIU U OBLIM IOKPBITHI IAPIIOH, IIOTHBIE
n3-3a peo0JaZlaHus B ero Tesie 4€pHO xerau (melancholico humore madenti-
bus). Ero smmio 66110 COBEpIIEHHO IePEBEHCKUM, OJHH I71a3 CJIel, APYTOH THOWII-
cd, e TOLIAsA, C IPyOOi KOKel, pyKH CKpIOUeHHbIe M KOPOTKHE, KOJEeHU TOJI-
CTbI€, O4Y€Hb KOPOTKHE 1 TOJICThIE I'OJIEHH, CTyHHI/I IIMPOKKUE U KPEIIKUE.

Bripouewm, noBosibHO 06 3TOM. BCro ero paGCcKyro Hapy:KHOCTb Sl OITUCAT TIOJI-
HOCTBIO.

I'os10By OH Bcerga yKphIBasI IIANKo# U3 BepOmokbeit mepcru. ITo kakomy 661
BOIIPOCY C HUM He COBETOBAIUCh, OH OTBeYaI ObICTPO U IPOCTHO, TAK YTO yYEHU-
KU He OCMeJUBAJINCh €r0 CIPalIMBaTh. BBHIY TOro, 4TO, KOTa OH YacTo GpaHumII-
cs B IPOCTH, Y HETO U3 HOCA NMTOCTOSTHHO TeKJIa BCAKAsA APSAHb, OH, U3THAHHBII U3
ceHaTa, ObLI IPUHAT B yCIyXKEHHUE K OZIHOMY MSACHHKY.

[lanee CTBIIHO pacCKa3bIBaTh.

YMmep oH 20 gekalps, a Teso ero 610 OPOIIEHO B IMY, B KOTOPYIO CHOCHJIH
CTPaHHHKOB.

KOHEL «;KU3HHW I'OCIIOAWHA JOHATA TPAMMATUKA»



